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longer report for his own superior. The agent was Alvarez de
Quadra, Bishop of Aquila in the Kingdom of Naples and Spanish
Ambassador to the Court of St. James, his correspondent Margaret
of Parma, Regent of the Netherlands for Philip II, the report part
of the same letter from which the account of the writer's inter-
view with Cecil has already been drawn.
The letter begins with the statement that the writer arrived
at Windsor "cinco dios ha" that is Friday the 6th, describes an
audience of some duration with the Queen, then "after these
conversations" his meeting with Cecil, and goes on immediately
to add, "The day after this took place the Queen told me, on her
return from hunting, that Lord Robert's wife was dead, or nearly
so, and begged me to say nothing about it."
The most important diplomat in England, come to discuss
essential business with the Queen, would not have been kept
waiting long for his audience; he may even have arranged it
beforehand. It is therefore possible that de Quadra saw Elizabeth
not later than Saturday the yth; and though he does not say so,
the tone of his letter distinctly implies that he spoke with Cecil
shortly afterwards on the same day, when he heard from the
Secretary that Amy was about to die. In that event "the day
after" on which Elizabeth informed him that Amy was already
"dead, or nearly so" refers to the fatal Sunday itself, and the
phrase "on her return from hunting" to some time before eleven
in the morning 1 . . . with Bowes still many hours' hard riding
away.
It seems to follow, then, that Elizabeth, informed by Robert
in advance that he had sent to kill his wife, precisely as Cecil had
foretold, through some misunderstanding of the day on which
the crime was to be perpetrated, gave it away before it happened^
or at least before the news could have arrived at Windsor. And
that Robert and Blount separated that same morning with the
rough notes for their subsequent correspondence already agreed
between them.
In comparing the two sets of evidence it is important to
remember the purpose for which each was composed. De Quadra
had all along been trying to persuade his superiors into an inva-
sion of ^ngland with the argument that Elizabeth's hold on her
1 Since hunting was ordinarily concluded before dinner. If de Quadra's audience
with Elizabeth took place on the Friday and his interview with Cecil later that same
day, the conclusion is even more striking. If he saw Elizabeth on the Friday and Cecil
on the Saturday, the argument remains unaffected.